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of Arabia, where, by the favour of Allah, he had learnt
to perform many marvels, chief amongst which was the
power to double any sum of money entrusted to him for
a sufficient length of time. Curiosity was aroused, and
the weavers gave him small sums, an anna or two, to
test his power. He doubled them all. Bolder experi-
ments followed, with the same happy result. At length,
they gave him larger sums than ever before. A few even
gave him pieces of jewellery, over which he claimed the
same miraculous power. Every man handed over his
treasure in a locked box, of which he retained the key.
As the time appointed for opening the boxes ap-
proached, Nathu said that to ensure success he must go
to the river to bathe and pray; on his return the boxes
would be opened, and the result was certain. Off he
went upon his holy errand, leaving the boxes behind
him. He remained away longer than was expected, but
impatience rather than anxiety was felt, for the boxes
were of more than sufficient weight. Days passed and
the weavers could wait no longer. The boxes were
opened and contained not jewels and coin but earth.
Needless to say, Nathu was never seen again. The loss
amounted to several hundred rupees. This, surprising
as it sounds, was not an isolated case, for there have
recently been two convictions in the United Provinces
for the same trick.

Akin to Nathu, but less attractive because more con-
ventional, is the professional beggar. The prosperity of
Jullundur attracts him as honey does the fly, and about
twenty, sometimes more sometimes less, visit Bundala
daily. The only thing to be said for them is that, as in
Gurgaon, their curses are less feared than they were,
and they must now fill their begging bowls by cajolery
or importunity, or by a mixture of both. Then there
are fourteen families in Bundala itself who depend upon
charity. These at least do something to earn their living,
such as looking after a dharmsala, a takia, or a mosque;
but in the main they, too, are parasites upon the village.